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WHAT BENEFITS WILL THESE PROPOSALS BRING TO COPELAND RESIDENTS?  

As a nuclear local authority, it is the Council’s duty to properly represent the interests of Copeland’s 

communities on matters concerning the nuclear industry, and to act in the best interests of the social, 

environmental and economic prosperity of the Borough. 

As host to the Sellafield and LLWR sites, where most of the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority’s 

(NDA) activities takes place, Copeland and its communities have a particular interest in the 

implications of the new NDA Strategy. 

WHY HAS THIS REPORT COME TO THE EXECUTIVE? 

NDA Strategy implements decommissioning and radioactive waste management policy for all civil 

nuclear sites across the UK, including Sellafield and LLWR in Copeland. 

This paper has come to Executive for endorsement of the Council’s response to the draft Strategy 

consultation, which was developed by the Council’s Strategic Nuclear & Energy Board (SNEB) with 

support from the Nuclear & Energy team. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

It is recommended that members of the Executive:  

1. Endorse the Council’s response to the NDA’s draft Strategy 4 for submission to the NDA. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Under Schedule 2 of the Energy Act of 2004, the NDA is required to review its strategy every 

five years. This Strategy will be NDA’s fourth strategy and will cover the period 2021-2026. 

1.2. The consultation opened in August 2020 and the deadline for responses was 8th November. We 

have submitted the attached draft response, with an agreement with the NDA to resubmit our 

response following endorsement by Executive, noting any changes. 

1.3. Following a review of all stakeholder comments, passage through NDA governance and 

Ministerial sign-off, the final Strategy 4 is due for publication in March 2021. 

2. STRATEGY 4 CONSULTATION RESPONSE 

2.1. Over the last 3 months, the Council’s Nuclear & Energy Team has reviewed the draft Strategy 4 

consultation document in detail and developed an informed response (attached) in consultation 

with SNEB via a workshop on 21st September and a formal meeting on 15th October. 



2.2. The Council’s response covers three key areas: 

1. Direct response to the consultation questions posed in the Draft Strategy 4 document 

2. Comment on areas of particular interest to the Council, where no questions were asked 

in the draft Strategy 4 document 

3. Response to questions relating to the NDA’s Social Value commitments 

2.3. We believe that the NDA has conducted an effective consultation process, despite challenges 

due to the restrictions imposed by the COVID pandemic. The Council’s response has been 

informed by engagements with the NDA via: 

1. NDA Strategy Theme Overview Groups, which are attended by officers of the Council 

2. NuLeAF Steering Group and Radioactive Waste Planning Group Meetings 

3. West-Cumbria Site Stakeholder Group and subgroup meetings 

4. Many presentations in recent years by NDA and its delivery organisations to SNEB 

5. Day to day interactions between Council members and officers with NDA colleagues 

across the NDA’s Strategy themes 

2.4. The Council’s response was developed with reference to the following: 

 The Council’s agreed Nuclear Position Statements; 

 The Cumbria’s Nuclear Prospectus; 

 Previous responses to consultation on aspects of the NDA Strategy, NDA Business Plans 

and other relevant policy and regulatory matters; 

 NuLeAF’s draft consultation response and position papers on relevant matters; 

 WC SSG Enablers Group’s draft consultation response. 

2.5. Therefore, we believe that the draft response presented with this paper has been informed by 

the knowledge and expertise of SNEB and Council officers, developed via a robust process and 

represents the Council’s agreed views on the matters at hand. 

3. STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS 

3.1. Monitoring Officer/Legal Comments: Section 11 of the Energy Act 2004 requires the NDA to 

prepare a strategy for carrying out its functions; and from time to time to revise that strategy. 

Such revision require approval by the Secretary of State. The report and the proposed response 

deals with any legal issues arising and no further legal comment is needed. In terms of process 

the decision is confirmed as being that of the Executive.  

3.2. Section 151 Officer Comments: None recieved 

3.3. EIA Comments: N/A 

3.4. Policy Framework Comments: N/A 

4. RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS 

4.1. There are no resource requirements associated with this proposal. 

5. HOW WILL THE PROPOSALS BE PROJECT MANAGED 



5.1. The submission of the Council’s final consultation response to the NDA will be coordinated by 

the Nuclear & Energy team. 

6. RECOMMENDATION 

6.1. It is recommend that members of the Executive: 

1. Endorse the Council’s response to the NDA’s draft Strategy 4 for submission to the NDA 


